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ME.MAN. ON PROF. RESP. (2007) 3-1 

 
RULE 3  

 
CODE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
 3.1  Scope and Effect 
 

(a) This Code shall be binding upon attorneys as provided in Rule 1(a). 
Violation of these rules shall be deemed to constitute conduct “unworthy of an 
attorney” for purposes of 4 M.R.S.§851. Nothing in this Code is intended to 
limit or supersede any provision of law relating to the duties and obligations of 
attorneys or the consequences of a violation; and the prohibition of certain 
conduct in this Code is not to be interpreted as an approval of conduct not 
specifically mentioned. 

(b) Although this Code is prospective in application, it may be considered 
as advisory by the Board of Overseers of the Bar and by the Grievance 
Commission in their disposition of disciplinary proceedings related to conduct 
occurring before its effective date. 
 
3.2 Admission, Disclosure and Misconduct 
 

(a) Unauthorized Practice. 
(1) A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdiction where to do so would 

be in violation of law or court rule. 
(2) A lawyer shall not aid any person, association, or corporation in the 

unauthorized practice of law. 
(b) Misstatements on Admission. 
(1) In connection with a lawyer’s application for admission to the bar, a 

lawyer shall not make any statement which the lawyer knows or should know 
is false or misleading, nor shall the lawyer fail to disclose any fact or infor-
mation which the lawyer knows or should know is material to such appli-
cation. 

(2) A lawyer shall not further the application for admission to the bar of 
another person known by the lawyer to be unqualified in respect to character, 
education, or other relevant attribute. 

 
(c) Judicial Officers. 
(1) A lawyer shall not make a false statement of fact, with knowledge that 

it is false or with reckless disregard as to its truth or falsity, concerning the 
qualifications or integrity of a judge or other adjudicatory officer in the court 
system or a candidate for election or appointment to office as a judge or other 
adjudicatory officer in the court system. 

(2) A lawyer who is a candidate for appointment to judicial office or 






